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St.Mary'sHome

for Disabled Children

A special place for special children



                                                

CONTACT:  Sonja Barisic

6171 Kempsville Circle
office 757.622.2208 ext. 331 

Norfolk, VA 23502
mobile 757.412.7071
www.saintmaryshome.org
email sbarisic@smhdc.org
ST. MARY’S HOME FOR DISABLED CHILDREN FACT SHEET 
About                        St. Mary’s Home for Disabled Children in Norfolk is the only pediatric long-term-care residential facility of its kind in Virginia for children and young adults with severe disabilities, and one of about 100 nationwide. St. Mary’s offers comprehensive residential, medical, therapeutic, educational and recreational services, providing a level of around-the-clock, complex care that often can be difficult to achieve at home.
Residents
Up to 92 residents, ranging in age from newborn to 21 years old.

Come here as a result of birth disorders, traumatic accidents, illness and child abuse.

About two-thirds are from southeastern Virginia, the rest from throughout the state.

Referred by hospitals, physicians, social service agencies and current residents’ families.

Average length of stay is 7 to 9 years.

Upon leaving St. Mary’s, residents transition to group homes, adult intermediate care facilities for people with mental disabilities, skilled-care adult homes, foster care, state training centers, etc.
Our Building
88,000-square-foot facility on 8 acres.

Opened in 2005.

One of the few buildings nationwide designed and built exclusively for providing quality care in a home-like environment for children with severe disabilities.

Built to withstand a category 3 hurricane.
 Features 
10 educational classrooms


4 newly furbished courtyards, including sensory and butterfly gardens

Playground with specially adapted equipment 

Hydrotherapy pool

2 private family visitation rooms

4 residential “neighborhoods,” each with 1 nurses’ station and (6) 4-person living units
Wheelchair-accessible vans and shuttle buses

Occupational therapy clinic

Physical therapy clinic

Visiting physician clinic rooms

Atrium for sports and activities
Barber/beauty shop

Services
Clinical care delivered 24/7 by registered nurses, licensed practical nurses, certified nursing assistants, and physical and occupational therapists.


Routine examinations by pediatricians on staff at Children’s Hospital of the King’s Daughters and Eastern Virginia Medical School, both in Norfolk. 


In-house consultations with medical specialists such as neurologists, orthopedists, physiatrists, gastroenterologists and a dentist.

Early Intervention Program, begun in 2007 to expose infants and toddlers with disabilities to an engaging and stimulating learning environment.

 
Recreational therapy, including an art therapy program, a pet therapy program and a Girl Scout troop with six proud St. Mary’s members.


Staff dispenses 1,400 medications and administer 250 splint and position changes daily – the equivalent of an acute-care hospital with 120-plus beds.

Education
A partnership with Southeastern Cooperative Educational Programs provides an on-site, individualized educational program for about two-thirds of our residents to develop communication, cognition and daily living skills.

About one-fourth of our residents attend Norfolk and Virginia Beach public schools.

Each child is required to take the yearly Virginia Alternative Assessments, an alternative to the Standards of Learning for Virginia public schools.

Costs
$10,000 per month per child.

Covered by Medicaid, United Way certifications (designation only; #5039), grants and individual, corporate and municipal donations.

Assistance available for military families through the U.S. Armed Forces’ Exceptional Family Member Program.

 History
We have been caring for children since 1944, when children abandoned by World War II widows appeared on the doorstep of a boarding school in downtown Norfolk run by the Daughters of Wisdom. St. Mary’s Home began caring for children with disabilities in 1956. By the 1980s, we had evolved into a private, nonprofit 501(c)(3)organization. 
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